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comes to; but it used to be ground for a barrel of potatoes for four days’
work.

13151, It is not paid for in money ; is if paid for in land *—The pay-
ment i3 never in money., In former days it wos one day’s work fora
barrel of potato grouad.

13152, Was the farm of Borv given to the present Mr M‘Donald or
his predecessor t—Mr William M‘Neill had it.

13153. But when M‘Neill lost it, was it given to the present Mr
Macdonald ¥—TIt was given to thizs Mr Macdonald on Mr M‘Neill's death.

13154. How long ago is that *—I am not sure.

13155. Who is your proprietor ?—Lord Dunmore.

13156, My Fraser-Mackintosh.—What kind of stock has Mr Macdonald
upon his half 3 Is it sheep or cattle, or does he crop it ; and if he crops it,
how much #~Both cattle and sheep.

13157, Does he farm also i—There is not much of it under erop this
year.

13158. Is there a fence between the crofters and Mr Macdonald i—
There is a stone dyke on the east side ; on the ether side is macher land,
where the sand is coustantly drifting up and down, and a fence could not
be erected. .

Lacaraxy Murzno, Crofter, Bernera (ahout 60}—cxamined.

13159, The Chairmen.—You heard the paper read by the preceding
delegate +—VYes,

13160. And you heard what the previous delegate said 1—Yes.

13161, Do you agree with everything ¥— Yes, every word, so far as I
know.

13162. Have you any complaint to make about the sea-weed —No, we
have plenty of sea-ware. The wind drives it towards us.

13163. Have you liberty to gatler it on the shore of the tack as well
a3 on your own +—That gentleman never prevented us.

13164. He never charged any money for it -—He never charged us any
money for it,

13165. Whers do you get yoar peats from now '—The island of Tay.

13166. Have you liberty to take it there witlou: paying, or do you
pay —That island is our owu ; we pay rent for it

13167, Is anybedy living on it I—No.

13168, Is there plenty of peatt—Yes, but it is falling off

13169. How far from Bernera is it It takes about three-quarters of
an hour rowing on a good day with a favourable wind.

13170. Is there any peat on the tack ?—There is no peat at all on the
island of Dernera.

13171, Do the tacksman’s people get their peat from Tay +—No, they
get it from another island that Mr Macdonald has called Vacasay.

13172, Is that nearer than Tay ~No, Vacasay is a little outside Tay ;
but another island where Mr Macdonald’s grieve and some of Lis people
live and get their peats is nearer than Bernera—the island of Stroma.

13173. Do you think, if you could get back the farm of Borv, it would
make you all comfortable +—There is no doubt we would be. It iz the
searcity of the land which leaves us in the condition we are.

13174 Have you anything more to say I have to say of my own
eroft that the rent is £5, My family eonsists of my wife and myself, and
all we can raise on my croft will not support us for three months.
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13175, What stock do you keep T—Two eows and a mare,

13178. Any sheep}—About six ewes, but it is on other people’s land;
I buy grass for them. I buy the seed which I put into my ground.

13177. Where do you get the thatch for your houses V—We formerly
used to thatch our houses with straw, when we had more of it, but since
then we chiefly thatch them with beut, which we mostly get from Mr
Macdonald.

13178. Does Mr Macdonald make you pay for it with labour or other-
wise, or does he give it to you for vothing 1—That gentleman would take
nothing from any poor man whom he could help.

13179, If you had more nets could you do more with the fishing—
Those who are fit for it undoubtedly would. It is past my time,

13180. Had you more nets in olden times +—We never did much with
the herricg fiskery, and kad not many nets for that purpose till withia the
last few years, when a few of them got nets.

13181, 1r Fraser-Mackintosh.—Are the people in arrears of rent, or
are they able to pay their rent +—I have not for five years sold a beast off
my own lands till last year, when I sold a stirk to pay the rent.

13182, ]z the landlord easy upon you ia the matter of arrears+—We
can say ndthing against the landlord.  Many things can be done under a
Inird without his kpowledge,

13183, You complain of paying for a doctor. Where does the doctor
live +—He lives here at Obe.

13184. Does he sometimes go to Bernera i—Very seldom.

13185, Is he of use to youl—He must be doing some good, for we
sometimes send for bim or go to him.

13186. And you say you still pay for the old packet, What is this
payment *—There was formerly a packet which used to run between this
and Tist, and also a packet that ran to Skye. There is no packet now.

13187, Do you say you have still to pay the packet money %—1I cannot
say positively, except that I heard some say it was so.

13188, Would you rather be without a doctor or pay this money +—Any
one of us might break his arm or leg, and then we would need a doctor,

13188, The Chairman.—Do you make this payment about the packet
distinctly, or is it paid along with your rent +—1 pay £3.

13190, What taxes are laid upon you besides that’—I am not very
sure. Thers is 5s. of road money and 5s. for the doctor. I think they
all pay that. There is so much in the pound for poor and schoul rates,

13191, Si rif Nieolson,—Do you need a road in the island i—VYes; we
are in need ¢ - road from south to north.

13192, Have you any whesled earts &—There is one cart in the island.

13193. Would carts be useful to youl—I don't know. On the west
side of the island where I live it wonld be very difficult to make roads
for us, it is 5o subjeet to the drifting of the sand.

13194. How do you bring your sca-ware up to the arable land }—On
horses. [Afaleolm M*Lead.—Tn the time of my father there was an assess-
ment of 2s. 6d. for the minister, 2s..6d. for the packet, and 2s. éd. for
the doctor, and when Sir Edward Scott bought the north end of Harris
there was a doetor appointed for that part of the island, and Zs. 6d. was
added to the former assessment on our island for two doctors—one for
each end of the island. We would like to know the details of the taxzes
which we ars called upon to pay, which are not specified in the receipts

that are given to us.]
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Roperick Ross, Crofter, Geoerab (63)—examined.

- 13185, The Chairman.—Were you freely elected by your peopls +—
es,

13196, Have you a written statement?—No. It is only four days
since we got nofice of this meeting, which was conveyed to us by the Rev.,
Mr Darvidson.

13197, Then what statement have you to make on the part of your
people +—It is now thirty-five or thirty-six years since I went to live in
the Bays. There were eleven crofts or lots when I want to live at Geo-
crab, There was only one cottar’s house there at that time. There are
now twenty-six erofters, who have the same lands among them that the
eleven had. I may call them zll cottars except thres. The rest have only
bits of the land that their fathers had.

13198, How many families are there altogether at this moment }—
Twenty-six of all classes,

13199, Are the additional families the natural increase of the original
families, or have they been brought in from other places +—There is one
family that came from Sir Edward Scoft's property.

113:200. Only one t—Another from Lewis, The rest geew up in the
place.

13201, Since you came there, has any eommon pasture land or any
other land been taken away from the people +—-No. Before my time the
land was divided into eight lots by a surveyor—Mr M‘Lade. Then after
that there were three additional crofts taken off these eight, increasing
the number to eleven, and there was no reduction in the rent of the eight.

13202, But my question was, since the time of the eleven lots has any
of the land been taken from you and given to the tacksmant—No. There
was no Jand taken away in Geocrab.

13203. Has the whole rent of Geocrab been increased in your time +—
Lord Dunmore has not raised the rent one penay so far s I know, or his
father or mouther before him.

13204, What stock do you keep yourself #—T have a right to keep four
cows, but as I have only haif a croft I can only keep two cows. The other
half of my croft was given to a brother-in law of mine.

13205. No horses +—There is not a horse to be seen in the place. It is
all rocks. We are so surrounded by rocks that sometimes we never see
the sun atall. There are three hours of the day when we don’t know there
iz a sun ab all.  There is no prohibition of horses.

13206. How many sheep do you keep ¥—I have about a dozen sheep,
but T might keep as many as I like. )

13207, Ts the common pasture very large I —Yes ; our hilt marches with
Lord Dunmore’s forest, bat there is no prolnbrtmn how far we may extend
our pasture. We suffer no injury or trouble from being on the same march
with him.

13208, What rent do you pay 2—£6, 0s. 64. of rent, and 10s. of taxes,
Up to four years ago I was paying 17s. 6d., now T only pay 10s. There
was 10s. of road money at that time.

15209, Then what is the chief complaint *—The complaint is that at the
time I spoke of first there were only eight or eleven crofters, when we had
Jand enough to let a sufficient quantlty of it lie fallow and recover its
strength, which it cahnot now do.

13210, Is there any part of Lord Dunmore’s forest which would be use-
ful as arable ground +-—The forest is, for the most part, quite unsaited for
cultivation ; the only ground near us suitable for cultivation is Luseantire.
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13211, Sheriff Nicolson.—But there never were any crofters there —It
is not suitable for erofters. Itis mostly wild moor, and some pasture lower
down.

13212, Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—Has not the farm of Luscantire
had a reputation in former times for its cattle?—Yes, the lower
part of it—8hellibost and Isibost—ia very well situated. That iz good
land,

13213. You have stated that you only received notice that the Com-
mission was to sit here to-day four days ago. Dun’t you receive news-
papers in this place +—We heard there was such a Commission, but knew
nothing of the time they would be here. Mr Davidson himself did not
know.

13214, Are you not aware that notices were sent some considerable
time ago, thongh there seems to have been some accident +—[Rev. Ir
Davidson.—There was notice sent to me, but it was just on Friday last
week that I received it from the secretary of the Commission. ] —I am not
awarce that the notices were sent any sooner.

13215. Would there have been more delegates appointed if there had
been time ?-~Thore might have besn more, but they would have nothing
more to say than I have teld,

Donarp MorrisoN, Crofter, Geocrab (76)—examined.

13216. The Chairman.—Have you been freely elected by the people?
—The time was so short that there was no meeting of the people. It was
Mr Davidson who mentioned it to me.

13217. Have you any statement to make to the Commission 7—I ean
add a little more to what the previous witness said. I was there when
there were ounly eight tenants in Geocrab.

13218. How long ago is that %—Defore my father’s time there were no
people there at all. No person can conceive what kind of a place it is
without seeing it. There is no highway there for eart nor horse. I was
born there.

13219. When you remember at first were the lands held on the run-
rig system, or were they already divided into lots 2—They had it among
them incommon. They had no lots among them, but the hill was divided
into four parts, cach of which was divided between two.

13220. Was the arable ground divided every year or every three years ?
—Every year.

13221. Was that a better system than the system of making separate
lots, or is it better in lots 2—The lots were better, but the people in these
times preferred to have them in common. T have seen & woman weeping
at being separated from her neighbours by the division of the crofts.

13222, Whom did they pay their rent to? Did they pay it to the
tacksman or pay it to the laird =—To M‘Laod of M‘Leod.

13223. Did they have summer shielings then? Did they drive the
cattle to the Lills, and live there in summer }—We did.

13224, Do they do that anywhere now at all#—1I don’t thick thero is
any such thing done now, Everybody had shielings in my youth.

13225. But you still have the same pastures they had when you were
young +—We have the same hill.

13226. Do you send the cattle up7—7Yes, we do.

13227. And how do you manage them if there is nobody living there ¢
—Everybody herds his own cattle,
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13228, Who divided the lots of the arable ground evary year? Wasit
the people themselves or the ground officer +—The tenants made the
division themselves. When people were removed from Rodel, that was the
first thing that spoiled us, There were twenty-four tenants there. Three
of them were sent in among us, and the rent was not changed, and these
people paying their own additional rents.

13229, Sheriff Nicolson.—With reference to these summer shiclings, -

will you explain exactly what was done ¥ At what titne of the year wera
the cattle sent up —In the begzinning of summer.

13230. How long did they remain there +—Till Lammas.

13231. Were all the cattle, young and old, sent up +—All, young and
-old.

13232, Who accompanied them, and had they bothies?—Yes, the
women and children went, and stayed the whole summer, livieg in these
shielings,

13233. They milked the cows, I presume, just as you do at home$—
Yes, leaving the milk in the shielings.

13234. Did they make any butter or cheese in the shielinga}—VYes,

13235. And the wowen apd children occupied themselves, I presume,
in spinniog +—Yes, they used to spin with distaffs and spindles.

13236, Was it always a happy time at the shieling? Did they look
forward to it with pleasure 7—Yes, they had pleasant times there.

13237, Were you there frequently when a buy?-—Yes, I often helped
also,

13238. You were there s a child, and helped there %—Yes, and lived
in the shielings.

13239. Did you use to sing songs and have music +—Yes, those that
could would sing.

13240. And did the woman sing when they were spinning outside, or
milking their cows $—It is they that would. In those times they would
sing and dance, and have tunes,

13241, Was there any particular sopg or rhyme that they used to
repeat at the time they started +—1I have no recollection of ary particular
chant which they repeated.

13242. Itis mentioned in a paper by Mr Carmichael in the third volume
of Mr SBkene’s Celtic Secotlandt—I mnever saw or heard anything of
the sort,

13243, What were the little huts like that you hed on the hills I—Like
ordinary houses built of stone and turf. "We slept on the floor with the
heather below us,

13244, Ar Fraser-Mackiniosh.—You mentioned the name of MTeod
of Harris. Did Harris once belong to M‘Leod of M‘Leod +—VYes.

13245. Do you recollect when Harris belonged to the M‘Leods?—Yes.

13246. In whose time did the crofters and small people begin to be
removed or sent out of the country?—1I don’t know when it began, but
the last eviction took place in my father's time.

13247. Do you know 2 namesake of your own called Donald Morrison
living not far from here —Yes,

13248. You have often spoken together =—Yes, I know him very well.

13249. Do you know anything remarkable in the life of that Donald ?
—I don’t know anything particular.

13250. Was he in prison at Inverness7—Yes, he was,

13251, What brought him there 7—For something he was conecerned in
that was done against the authorities at the time the people were being
removed. I was at Portree fishing when the eutter brought them to Por-
iree.
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13252, Where did this take place —These people were removed from
the west side of the island—from Little and Middle Borv.

13253, Have you seen in your day many people sent away to Americat
—7Yes I have seen some,

13254. Do you know what became of them? Have you had any good
agceounts of them out there?—Yes, good accounts have been received of
some of them?

13255, Did any of them ever come back to visit this part +—None of
them ever come back to see this part of the country.

13256. Did the erofters that remained here in South Harris benefit in
any way by the sending away of the people to America, or, if not, who
beoefited 1—No, their condition was in no way improved. They were
sent away to the Bays. If there was any benefit derived by anybody it
was by those who got the land we had, such as Mr Stewart.

13257. Were there any others who got some of the crofters’ lands?
‘Was not the tack of Rodel enlarged by the removal of crofters —Yes, the
land from which the people were removed was also added to the farm of
Rodel. That was when Mr Macdonald was factor.

Hucr Morrrson, Crofter, Finsbay (50)—examined.

13258, The Chairman,—Have you been {reely elected a delegate by
the people }—Yes.

13259, How many people were there at the meeting%—There was no
meeting, We knew nothing of it till Friday last.

13260. Then who named you to come here +—I was only to-day asked
to go by the people of the place, along with two others. The Hotices
that were sent to us were kept back somewhere.

13261, What have you got to say on behalf of the people of Finsbay ¥
—TI am one of seventeen families living there, where formerly there were
only two.

13262, How long is it since there were two T —About twenty years ago.

13263. Where did the other families come from?—They come from
every place that was being put in order, and from which the people were
being removed.

3264, Was the land of Finsbay divided among them{—Somebedy of
the name of Trotter came and divided the two lots into tsn. There are
only ten lots still

13203, Were the rents reduced to the two men who formerly held
them —The rent remained the same as before for the whole place.

13266, But it was divided among ten people —VYes.

13267. And now is the same rent divided among the seventeen +—The
additional seven are cottars, who pay no rent. There are one hundred
souls altogether on the place,

13268. How did these cottars growup? Were they the natural increase
of the place i--Yes, these cottars have grown up on the place. There is
nothing elss 2 man ean do who has to remain and support his father and
live in the place as best he ean.

12269. What is the summing of the full croft %—Their highest rents
are 25s.

13270. And vwhat stock do they keep? the summing?—One cow,
two sheep, no Lorses, 'We have nothing to work with Lut the spade and
the crocked spade,
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13271. How do the people support themselves? Have they any fish-
ing 7—We live by fishing. I began as a fisher on the east coast when I
was sixteen years old, and continued it as long as I was able, but I am not
able now,

13272, Have you good boatst—Yes,

13273. And nets+—Yes. That is what has always supported wus, and
not the land.

13274, Do they make more by fishing now than they used to do when
you were sixteen 1—No, there is no difference in that respect. The fisking
has deteriorated here and everywhere else since that time.

13275, But you say you went to the east coast. Has the fishing
deteriorated on the east coast +—1It is not so good as it was in my time.

13276. We have beard that the wages of the fishermen who go to the
east coast have been increased. Are you sare they are not higher now
than they were when you were young '—Their wages depend entirely on
the fishing that they make.

13277. They get so much per eran?—Yes.

13278. Do they get the same sum per cran now that they got when yon
were sixteen 2—I daresay they get that and more now.

13179, What is the remedy you wish to have for your condition +—3ore
of the land which God created for man to take his living out of.

13280, Is there any land adjacent to your township at Finsbay which
could be added to your crofts —There is ; there is a tack beside us,

13281, What is the name of the tack 9—Cuidinish.

13283, How long is it since that tack was created —About twenty-five
or twenty-six years ago.

13283. Who lived uvpon the land before +—Tenantry.

13284, Did any part of it belong to these people of Finsbay as hill
pasture 2—The pecple who were removed frum Cuidinish were sent away
to Australia.

13285. My Fraser-Mackintosh.—What i the name of the present tenant
of Cuidinish —A Mr M‘Leod.

13286. Is he resident there —His son lives there. He has the farm
of North Harris,

13287, You say you want land, and are very much crowded. Did you
apply to the proprietor or anybody authorised by him for more land 1—
Yes, we were asking it from the proprietor when he was here this winter.

13288, What did he say to you —He had nothing fo say against it,
but the lease has still some time to rnn.  'We have nothing to say against
the proprietor; he is a very goed laird.

13289, Then he did not refuse yon +—No.

13290. Do you know how long the lease of this place has to run?—
About two years,

13291. Are you living in hopes then =—Yes.

13792. Was there auy particalar reason for removing them from the
farm—the people who were sent to Australia $—No, they went of their
own free will

13293, Were they not making a living out of it +—They were making
a living there. They went away because they thought they would do
better in Australia.

13294, At that time did the pecple of Finsbay not think of applying
for it? Were they crowded twenty-five years ago -—We did uot ask for
Cuidinish then. If we bad done so, we would not have got it.

13285. Who first got it when the poor people went off —2Malcolm
M<Leod got it first, the father of the present occapant.

13296. Are you in arrears of rent—I mean the people in the township?

HARRIS,

O=BE.

Hugh
Morrison.



HARRIS.

" OBE.

Hugh
Morrison.

John
Maedonald.

856 Highlands and Islands Comanission.

—XNo. They are in debt for meal and for food, I have two sons in the
militia, and it is on what they get there that we depend.

13297. Does not each man bring home £8 and a pair of shoes, and
some other extras from the militia ?—They bring home not more than £2
or £2, 10s, They cannot bring more.

13298, As the people are not in arrears to the landlord, may we take
it that they are in a position to take this land of Cuidinish, and stock it?
—Yes, if we got a reasonable rent that we could afford to pay.

13299, What 1s your principal food in this township - eal and water.

13300. Are you scarce of milk 3—2ilk is not to be had at all

13301. What foed do you give to the children +—Porridge.

‘13302, What do you give them instead of milk ?—Sugar and treacle.

13303. Do you give them tea 7—Sometimes.

13304, Ts it a great want in the bringing up of the children not to have
milk}—There are some of them that would do very well if they had
enough of food without milk, which they have not. We get mussels on
the shore near us, which we make use of ag part of our food.

13305, The Chairman.—Do you get that habitually, or only when you
are in very great straits I—It is only when we have no other food that we
go to get the mussels to live on.

Jouxn Macpoxaup, Farmer and Factor, Newton, North Uist—re-examined.

13306, The Chairman.—Do you wish to give any explanation about
Bernera, or was there anything incorrect in what was stated 7—] cannot
say I recollect anything.

13307. Can you say generally whether you think the small tenants of
Bernera suffer any peculiar hardships or disadvantages +—The greatest
hrardships they suffer, in my opinion, is theiv own doing in the subdivision
of the lands.

13308. Is their crowded condition more owing to the natural increase
of the population, or to persons having been bronght from Pabbay or other
places among them }—To the increase of the population most,

13309, Were any brought there from other places’—I was- not
acquainted with the place at the time they may have been brought there,

13310. Has any effort been made or uny care been taken by the pro-
prietors to carry the young people away or provide for them in any other
place, and in any other manner —The Dowager Lady Dunmore always
took a great intercst in the young people on the estate, and I believe she
would have done something for them, if they were willing themselves to
leave the place. She was always willing to assist, and always assisting
the poor people on the estats. She is always kind to the people, and [
am aware the present countess does as much as is in her power for the
people. She often helped them.

13311, They complain of having heen deprived of two small islands
which had formerly been associated with their place I—I have heard that
stated, but I was not acquainted with the place at the time that happened.

13312, How long have you been in the tack at Borv?—Twenty years,

13313. Do you think the people have been deteriorating during that
time in their condition +—Not till very recently, The failure of the erops
and bad seasons have conduced to that

13314 Who is in possession of those two small islands which they
complain have been taken eway from them$%—The proprictor, Lord
Dunmore. That is Hermitray and Sasay, .



Minutes of Evidence, 857

13315, What use does he make of them—He has cattle on both
islands.

13316. Does ke keep any manager liviog on them *—No, thers ia no one
living on either of the islands.

13317. Do you think that these islands would really be very useful to
the people i—Do you think they would do them much good if they had
them +—If they could stock them they would.

13318. You have no house on the farm of Borv 2 —None.

13319, Mr Fraser-Mackintosh,—You said that until the last few years
the people did not seem to be falling off at Bernera, Don’t you think,
judging by the number of families there now, that they are very muchk
crowded +— They are very much crowded.

13320. Don't you really think something ought to be done? T don’t
ask you what, but something ought to be donet—Well, for the benefit of
those who remain, and the ben:fit of those who go away, I really think
something should be done.

13321, For the benefit of all concerned ¥—For the benefit of all con-
cerned, the island should be relieved of a portion of ita present population.

13322, How many people do you think there would be there in the
time of the famous Sir Norman Macleod —1I cannot say af all.  He was
living in the end the crofters now possess, and had it as a farm. I don’t
know whether he had the other end of the island.

Kenxgra Macponarn, Farmer, Scarista-vore (70)}—examined.

13323. The Chairman.—You have a farm in South Harris +—Yes,
Searista-vore.

13324, Have you been long resident in the country ¥—T came to Harris
about fifty-one years ago,

12325. Does your family belong to this country, or to another part of
Scotland ?—I don’t belong to this part of the country. I am a Ross-
shireman.

13326, Since yon have been here, what do you think of the progress of
the country and its people?! Do you think they are getting worse or
getting better I—So far as I can say conscientionsly, they are getting
better physically, morally, and in every sense of the word. They are
better clad, and they are better fed than they wers wheun I remember them
firat. '

13327. Do yon agree with those who state that there has been a great
deterioration of the soil by overcropping %—Decidedly. T agree with that.
Another cause of the deterioration of the seil is this. TIn my first recollec-
tion of Harris, I remember in the winter time the first thing & man did
was $0 go and clear the snow from the doors, and we had a great deal of
frost. There is nothing of that now., The frost congested the soil so that
nothing of the sap was lost, bat we have perpetnal rains now, which drive
away the sap. I believe that has as much to do with the deterioration of
the land as overcropping. Overcropping we know will exhaust the soil.

13328, Then you think the climate has altered, and altered for the
worse i—For the worse, because we very seldem see snow, aud frost
we have no continuance of, which was not in my first recollection.

13329, If in your recollection, the land has been more subdivided and
moze exhausted, how do you account for the fact that the people are better
fed and better dressed? Do they earn more wages -—A great deal. I
believe that £200 of money comes to Harris now for every pound thas
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came in my first recollection. There was no such thing as herring fishing.
There was in some places cod and ling fishing. There was no such thing
as jobster fishing. I happen to be an agent of the first company that
started for sending the lobsters to London. Then an emormous amount
of money is brought in now for clothes by the Countess of Dunmore. 1
remember one year paying an account of her ladyship, £1235 for webs
of cloth alone. They still go on manufacturing.

13330, Is it manunfactured in hand-looms —Yes,

13331, What material do they use?—FEntirely wool grown in the
island.

13332. And the dyes$—And the dyes.

13333. Is thers any of the wool of the primitive race of sheep—the old
Highland sheep, or is it blackfaced and Cheviot 2—It is blackfaced aud
Cheviot. The old primitive sheep are done.

13334, Cae we see a specimen?—VYes, if you go to St Kilda,

13333, Sheriff ¥icolson.—I think we saw them in South Ulst 9—Yes,
but you will not see then: in Harris.

13336, The Chairman.—Was the wool of fine quality%—I caonct
answer that, for T have never seen any,

13337. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—How much rent do yon pay yourself?
—£145,

13338. You spoke about the winters now not being so severe—that is
to say that frost and snow are comparatively unknown. Are hizh winds
now more prevalent than they used to be?t—-Decidedly. When there is
very keen frost there is scarcely any wind at all; but now, since we have
no frost and constant raing, we have blustering winds continually, prin-
cipally from the 8.8.W. and W.

13339. Most of the delegates who appeared before ns said that the old
times were better, but have you given an answer to his Lordship in the
chair upon very careful consideration and observation +—Yes, very.

13340, You are in constant communication with the peoplet—Yes, I
remember seeing them going to church, and the difference between ths
clothing and attire of the families going to church then was as different as
day 1is from night, ‘

13341, Is it better in reality +—Bettor in reality.

13342, But one man,a country tailor, and should know better than others,
at Dunvegsn, called all the fine clothing the women wear  south country
rags,” as distinguished from their fine home-spun cloth. Do you sgree
with the tailor &1 should not agree with that, for they are proverbial in
Harris for their good spinming, their good weaving, and their govd making
of clothes for themselves, not only over Great Britain, but over the whole
Continent. You hear of Harris tweeds hers, there, and everywhere. My
coat was grown on the farm, woven on the farm, and made on the farm.

13343. But many of the people state here that for want of sheep, and
being overcrowded, they are not able to spin, and they would like to go
back to the old times —Well, so far as South Harris is concerned, of the
number of sheep I can say nothing. Of North Harris I cac give every
sheep every man has.

13344, We have been fold, and I believe, and it is pretty geuerally
supposed, that the temper of the people is much sobered in amusements
and otherwise, and that they are not so jovial, and there is not so much
amusement in the way of singing’and dancing as there was in their younger
duays. Is that so or not%—Possibly so. They are very sober and most
respectable people. 1 don’t believe you could find in any other part of
Scotland people more sober.

13345, Sherif Nicolson.—DBut do you use the word sober in the sense of







