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Minutes of Evidence. 1697

gmall ones, but there is not a general one which keeps a large stock of
everything.

26719. Ia there none that deals in meal #--Three of them deal in meal.

26720. But I suppose most of the people prefer to get their goods from
Thurso 2—Yes, by the smack, and from Wick too. 1t would be a great
benefit to have the steamer which goes in to Badcall three miles from
Scourie.

26721, The Chairman.—You stated you had the same complaint as
the people of Durness, that you are very far from the doctor. How
‘many miles are you from him %-—Nineteen.

26722. And how far are the Durness people—Thirty miles,

26723. Do you happen to have had any cases of emergency, such ss
accidents, here, when there was great inconvenience felt from the want of
a doetor I—Not since I came here, but T suppose there have been. He is
very often needed down here. The doctor himself is not well this season ;
he was neatly dead with going about su much,

26724 How far does his circuit extend on the other side 1—To Kyle Sku,
I believe. He has not many people on the other side.

26725, In cases of child-birth has the want of the doctor been felt +—
Yes, I believe it has.

26726, Is there any educated women in the neighbourhood who can
attend to such cases I—I believe not.

26727. You stated that want of accommodation for higher education is
felt in the school at Insheigra1--Yes.

26728. How far is that from here 7—Close on two miles.

26729. There is a school bere I—Yes.

26730. And there the same want is not felt I—No ; I think not.

26731, Is there the same demand for secondary education in the school
here that thers is at Insheigra 7—1I should think so, There are & great
mauy boys above school age.

26732, Do boys above school age avail themselves of teaching in the
higher subjects there I—Some of them did; I am net aware if they do
now. Some boys would like to attend school in winter.

26733, When was the school at Insheigra built F—It has been built
gince the new Act came into force,

26734. Have the people of Insheigra petitioned the School Board for
increased school accommodation %1 am not aware that they have, I
have not heard that they did.

26735. Have you made a representation yourself to the School Board?
—No.

26736. Who was the chairman of the School Board here 3—Mr M‘Iver.

26737, Sir Kenneth Mackensie.—Kinlochbervie is part of the civil
parish of Eddrachillis ; how many scheols are under the Scheol Board 1—
Three.

26738 Two in this part and one at Scourie +—One at Scourie.

96739. Have the School Board appointed any managers for these
schools 1 am not aware that they have. Is it the compulsory officer you
mean,

26740, Tt is in the power of the School Board to appoint some of
their number, or a gentleman from the outside in the neighbourhood,
manager of a special school ; and I thought they might have appoeinted
you such a manager in this district 3~No; I was not appointed.
Perhaps thev have appointed the other minister, Mr Lundie, who is a
member of the board.

6741, Has any representation been made to the board about the
smount of accommodation I—I am not a member of the board.
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26742, But has any representation been made by the inhabitants
of the distriet 7—I am not aware, but the parents have been often com-
plaining to me about the want of secondary education,

26743, What have you done in consequence of their complaints to yout
—1I did not do anything,

26744, You did not represent it to Mr M‘Ivar %—Perhaps they have
done it themselves before my eoming here. I am not long here,

26745. Professor Mackinnon.—Have you considered what effect it
would have upon the rate? What is the school rate of the parish +—
Nipepence—fourpence halfpeany on tevants and fourpence halfpenny cn
Iandlords.

26746, I think yon stated that one of the reasons for the defective
secondary education was that the master could not give his time to the
higher boys during school hours—that he has sufficiens to do otherwise.
What is the greatest difficulty— want of room or want of teaching power +—
The teacher stated to me that he would have difficulty even if he had room.

26747. So that you want not merely a bigger school but a bigger statf
of teachers 1—I suppose so.

26748. Would you ask that in all the schools %—I don’t know as to
the other schools, I suppose Scourie school is very well taught. I think
there is plenty of room there ; but I don’t know.

26749. Do you think it would be reasonable to expect that a highly
equipped school for secondary education should be placed in every
locality whatever the number of people #—I think there should be soms
way of getting secondary education. That would be desirable ; there is
no doubt of that. We are so far away from any town here, to gend
them to, that the parents cannot afford to send their children should they
be willing ; and there is no one rising up. The people say that clever
boys got on far better under the old system. Several beys from here
became teachers and some of them preachers during the old time.

26750. Werz the school houses bigger then?—In the parish day
schools, and now there is no one rising above the common level.

26751, 1 am glad to know there are notable exceptions just now 3--1
am speaking generally.

26753. You know various parts of the country very well along the
western sea-board down to Mull and these places 1—Yes,

26753. Comparing that district with this do you consider that the

- condition of the people here or there is, take it all round, bettér or worse

—take the south end of Mull —T should say they are better off here thun
in the south end of Mull-—Ross of Mull
h-26754. Better housad +—No. The honses ars inferior here, some of
them.

26755. But, take it all in all they are better off here $—Yes. I should
gay so; they have more pasture.

26756. And a5 to the rents 7—I don't know as to the rents,

26757, Don't you know ths rents in the south end of Aull $—No, but
there are some of the people very poor there. ’

26758, Is there any other district in the West Highlands which yon
konow the rents of I—No,

26759. Do you agree generally with the description the people give of
their own condition leret—Yes, T agree with what our own delegates

- stated, and I agree also with the statements of the Durness people

generally as to the medical officer and so on.

26760. Ths ramedy {hey themselves suggested in all cases was to get
more land ; do you also concur in that1—Yes, I do, because it is
impossible for them to winter their cattle ; that is the great complaint,
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More arable land is what is needed ; and T think their pasture land might
be improved if it were drained.

26761. Suppoesing they got more land they say themselves they are
not able to stock it. Do you think some benevolent friends outside could
belp them in any way? Have they relatives abroad with means
Very few of them bave, I think, but I think the houscs should be
improved, and that would increase the comfort of the people in every way.
The cattle go in by the same door in some of the Lonmses; and in some
instances there are two families in one house, which is very undesir-
able.

26762, The Chairman.—Have you yourself seen houses in which two
families were living in one room *—No, not in one room ; I think they
generally have two at least.

26763. But you have seen houses of two rooms in which there was a
family in each room 3—1In some houses there are the family of the faiher
and of an eider married son. That seems to have been allowed by the
laws of the estate,

26764, Living in two rooms I—I think they live in family.

26765. But one family sleeps in one rcom and the other family in the
other +—I think they live just like one family and have eleeping apart-
ments. Some of them have a closet and two rooms.

26766. You stated that in some of the houses the peopls enter by the
same door as the cattle, that 1s the house enters by the byre, the byra
being separate —Yes, in some cases.

26767. Do you know any instance of # house withont a slight
partition between the byre and the dwellingroom +—Yes, T know one in
this very place, a pauper, and she lives in & house where there is no
partition between her and the cow. :

26768. Does the panper keep a cow +—Yes ; her daughter is with
her. It is her daughter who has the cow, The old womar is the
pauper.

26769, Do you think that in some cases the lodging is so bad and dirty
a3 to be prejudicial to health 3—1 should think so at any rate ; but I
don’t hear complaints. I would not like to live Irr such a place.

26770, Are you aware of any cose in which a very bad house has been
visited by the health officer, and denounced as a nuisgnce or dangerous to
health 2—I am not aware that such is the case; I never heard of our
having such an official as a health officer.

26771, Some of the houses are very inferior, but you have no inspector
of nuisances or sanitary inspector }—I1 never heard of his going round ;
but there may be such an officer. The inspector of poor, Mr M‘Iver
informs me, 15 sanitary officer.

26772, Who is he 7-Mr Chisholm, Scouris,

26773. How far off does he live 7—He lives at Scourie, seventeen miles
from here,

26774, Does he often come here i—He comes, I think, occasionally ; I
don't know him very well, yet.

26775. Did you ever hear of him inspecting the habitations of the poor,
with respect to their sanitary condition +—1 have not; but he may baye
done it. T think he would get plenty of work to do in that way.

26776. Have there been any cases of fever -—Not since I came here.

26777, Have you heard of previous cases of fever in the houses here ?
—1 bave not, but T have never inquired about that. I suppose there has
been fever, but not in my time.

26778. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—Do you know who are the members of
the School Board of Eddrachillis —Mr Mackenzie, Established Church
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minister of Eddrachillis; Mr M‘Iver, the factor, cheirman ; Mr Louis
3Iver; Rev. Mr Lundie; and the Free Church minister of Scourie.

26779. Is Mr Louis M‘Iver the son of the factor —Yes.

96780, Where does the Free Chureh minister live, who is 2 member ¥
—In Seourie.

26781, Is the Free Church of Eddrachillis divided into two branches—
Kinlochbervie and Scourie1—Yes,

26782, And there is an Established Church in each 2—Yes.

267583, The Rev. Mr Lundie is the Established Church clergyman who
is in your part —Yes.

96784. Has he a larze attendance 71 don't know, T never was there;
but I don't think he has.

26785, Has the Established Church minister in Scourie a large congre-
gation 7—T cannot say. I think the people belong to the Free Church
gounerally.

26786. Considering that the bulk of the peopls belong to the Free
Ghurch, do you think they are properly represented in the School Board 1
—1T don’t think so. Mr MIver asked me to go on it, but I declined at
the time, and gave my reasons to Mr M‘Iver. I had too much of it.

26787, The only representative of the Free Clurch on the Board is
the minister of Scourie T —Yes,

26788. Has Mr Loais M‘Iver a farm of his own +—XNo.

26789, Is he a ratepayer —No.

26790, Who is clerk to the School Board t—2Mr Chisholm.

26791, Are there not ministers from Scourle here to-day —Mr Lundie
is liere, but not Mr Mackenzie.

Evasprr M‘IvER, Factor for the Duke of Sutherland in the Scourie
District, Scourie (71)—ezamined,

26792. The Chatrman.—How long have you occupied your present
position 2—Since Whitsunday 1845,

26793, Were you brought up to the business in which you are now
engaged I—1 was regularly educated for it.

26794, In what part of Scotland I was educated for it in Lanark-
shire and Dumfriesshire. 1 was sent to these counties to be taught
farming.

26793. To what part of the country do you belong 7—I am a native of
the island of Lewis, where my father had a large farm and an extensive
business as fish-curer and merchant. I have had to do with crofters from
my younger days.

26796, Were you a Gaelicspeaking man from your childhood +—1I was ;
I could speak Gaelic before I could speak English.

26797. You have been present here during the inquiry to-day 1—I have
been present the whole day.

26798, And you have heard what has been stated —T have,

26799, Would you make any voluntary statement in regard to
any points which interest you3—7The first thing T have to state iz with
regard to the changes at Laid and Sangobeg. Fhese changes were carried
out by Mr James Anderson, tenant of Rispond, Lord Reay's factor.
Mr Anderson held a lease of Laid and Sangobeg, when the Duke of
Suthedand‘purchased the property from Lord Reay, and the Duke had no
power to interfere. These changes were not made by the Sutherland
family, The next subject I would allude to, is the grazing of horses by
the terants of Durness and Foinaven which was mentioned as a complaint
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or grievance. The people had the privilege of grazing their horses on this
ground which was surrounded by the large farms of Erriboll and Balna-
skail, and the Reay forest, and great complaints were made, that there
was no proper herd and that the horses trespassed very much upon those
grounds. I was asked by the late Duke of Sutherland and his commis-
sioner, Mr James Loch, to go and see the ground and report upon it ; and,
after a good deal of consideration, it was settled that the generation of
tenants then existing, should always have right to send their horses to
this ground, but that, as each died, their successors should not have the
night, because there were so many complaints made of the trespassing of
tiie horses. This went on for a number of years until the number of
tenants who were entitled to send horses there became very small, and
then they found the herding became very expensive, Then the people
met, and, without any intimation whatever to the proprietor, the whole of
them sent their horses up to the grazing. It was then found necessary to
have the subject gone into, and the Duke of Sutherland and his commis-
sioner came up to Durness, and it was settled that the people shoald
continue to send their horses there, but that they would require to pay
five ghillings a year, the Duke of SButherland to pay a berd for them.
The person they sent as a herd got 1s. 6d. but the sum was go small that
unly & very inferior herd could be got, and the horses were not properly
lovoked after. The Duke now has a party placed there to look after the
horses and take care of them. .

26500. Did it not ocecur to you to put a fence round the place t—TIt
extends over a great many miles, and the ezxpense would have been very
large.

2G801. What length of fence would be required 3—TFive or six miles
perhaps. That is the explanation about the grazing of the horses at
Foinaven. T don’t think it i3 necessary for me to take any notice of what
Mr Ross said about the appointment of the School Doard at Durness,
becanse the whole thing arose thus. Tle returning officer was not there,
and he sent me the return and asked me to mgke it. 1 brought the
return to the meeting, and we sat down for the purpose of constituting the
Board. Mr Ross got up and said we tnust first appoint a chairman. I said
we tpust tirst constitute the Board, and then appoint a chairman. T have
since asked Mr Ress to come back to the Board, but he would not. With
regard to Balnaskail farm, an excambion was entered into and was gone
into in the most regular and orderly manner. A partof the land which the
small tenants had, was added to Balnaskail, and they got & part which the
farmer of Balnaskail had. A portion of the farm of Balnaskail was given
back to the tenants, and a portion of the tenants’ ground given to Balna-
skail, That was before I came to the country, forty or fifty years ago.
As to the islaud of Handa, it is opposite Scourie, and was occupied by ten
tenants. When the potato disease occurred in 1346, these tenants came
to me in a body aud begged I would ask the Duke of Sutherland to send
them to America, as they could not remain on Handa. They szid they
saw no prospect of their being able to live, in consequence of the fatlure of
the potatoes. I eonveyed their wish to the Duke, and he complied and
sent them to America, There were two families who afterwards said they
would not go. One of these was provided with a lot on Achresgil, and [
dow't remember what became of the other,

26802, What became of the island #-Jt was opposife iy farm and no
person could get to it without going through my farm ; and the Duke »aid,
if that was the case it must be added to my farm if T would take it. I
aceordingly took it, and I pay the same rent as the tenants. With regard
o Auchligliness, Alexander Iioss who spoke to that, never was a tenant on
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this estate. His father was a tenant, and lived in the village of Scourie,
where he had built a house. The factor who was hLere about 1839 or
1340, wished o remove the ground officer who lived ou Anchlighiness up
to Scourie, and he gave the lot occupied by the ground officer at Auchlig-
liness to Ross's father. The officer went to Auchligliness, but this man
Ross remained in the house at Sconrte. He got possession, and would not
go out until he was put out by antherity of the Sheritf. Then he went
and lived with his family at Aucllizliness. There was a part of the favn
of Scirba which this man thought the people of Auchligliness should get,
but it was let with the farm.  This man, however, would go with hLorses,
cattle, and sheep, and in spite of all remounstrance would put them to this
ground. This went on for several years, and ultimately T received in-
structions to szy that if he would not comply with the rules of the estate
they would be removed ; and we were objiged to carry out the threat
against our will,

26803, What ebout the mother +—She was the tenant ; sghe eame to me
st Scourie, and promised faithfully they would go off properly and legaliy,
and I agreed that they were to be left, but that understanding was nut
carried out. The consequence was that we were obliged not te permit
such an illegality to go on in the district.

26804. Did the old woman receive the option of remaining with the
gon on her bolding 7—Yes, I think it was agreed that she should remain
in one end of the house and the new teusnt would go into the house
with her,

26805. But the old woman was to lose the Iand +—~Yes. :

26306. But on account of her son’s fault #—She was the tevant, he was
not ; but it was with Ler authority that the illegality went on—at least it
was through her being tenant. With regard to the school at Insheigra, of
which Mr Fiulayson spoke, the school was built with the approval of the
Board of Education, who were informed of the number of the children who
would attend the school, and what the size of the school was to be. Plans
were sent to them and approved of, and the school was built aceording to
the rules of the Fducation Act. I never heard any complaint—and Lam
chairman of the board—as to children not receiving secondary educa-
tiof.

26807, Is there a elass room, or s it a school house of one room —There
are two apartments in the school, The people, Mr Finlayson says, complain
of the want of a smith. They made that complaint on a previous occa-
sion, snd we assisted them to put up a little smithy, and it was arranged that
the smith from Scourie shonld go down regularly on stated occasions, and
do work for the people. The smith did so, and this arrangement went on
for a year or two, until at last the smith found he was go ill-paid, that he
gave it up and would not go. There is nothing else that I wish to remark
on, but I shall be glad to answer any questions.

26808. You have explained with reference to the island of Handa, that
it was not cleared with any view of benefiting your farm, but reslly on
the demaud of the people, who desired to go to Ameriea I -Yes.

26809, Thero are one or two statements in detail—that one or two
evictions on other small holdings were made in some degres or other for
your benefit ? —~There were two Little townships of Clashfearn and Findle-
beg. One of the tenants of these pluces came saying that he wished to
%o tc;)‘ Ameries, and the othar was provided with a lot in this neighbour-

oo
26810. What became of the lot of the one who went to America 1 —

I?nth these little townships were added to my farm, which surrounded
the:,
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26811. Can you give me any example of a lot in a township like that,
where one being evicted was added to a erofter’s lot so as to improve it
and which was not added to a farm?—There has been an immense
number over this district.

26812, On this particnlar oceasion on which the lots were added to
your farm, were there crofters conveniently situated to whichk the evicted
lots might have been added %—There were townships Leyond ; there is
another township called Findlemore beyond Findlebeg; but Findiebeg
could nut have been added to it.

v 26813. Dat the people were not evicted, but wanted to go away?—
es,

26814, Are you able to say that no one has been evicted and his log
added to your farm 7—Most emphatically ; I deny any imputation of the
kind. :

26815. In filling up the vacancy created in the Schuol Board by Mr
Ross's resignation, who was elected 21 forget at this moment; I am nut
quite sure. My son who was with me at that time is abroad now. [
think he was elscted to the vacancy, but ITam not quite certain. He was
rominated by the board.

26816, As it was a case of nomination, don’t you think on reflection,
it wight have been more discreet and more acceptable to the people that
some one should have been nominated more identified as it were with the
people and with their interests I—I quite agree it should have been so;
but at the time there was some difficulty in getting one to join.

26817. Are you able to state that thers is no objection on the part
of the management of the estate to the people having representatives of
their own class whom they respect and wish to be on the board 1 am
quite able to state that ; and if any of them had expressed any strong
wish or feeling on the subject, it would have been considered and most
likely agreed to. But it depends on the other members of the board as
well as me.

26818, I am not mistaken in supposing you would have considerable
influence. Supposing the people came to you frankly and manifested a
desire to have @ member on the School Board identified with their own
class and their own views, are you able to state that if the person so
selected was respectable and competent he would have your sympathy and
support +—He would decidedly.

26819. Whe is Mr Chisholm, inspector of poor $--He has been inspector
of poor at Secourie for thirty years. e is a native of Ross-shire and was
brought up in an agent’s office in Dingwall.

26820. Is he ynite independent in his position, or is he connected by
family relationship or interest with the management of the estate —XNone
whatever,

26821. He is in a position, on an estate like this, to point out any
abuse or imperfections connected with his department +—Certainly.

26822, Without favour or fear +—Certainly,

26823. Has heever brought to the notice of the Parochial Board that
there are houses in an unhealthy or imsanitary condition +—He has fre-
gnently complained that there was a good deal of filth, and that the
houses were not so clean in the neighbourhood as he wished, aud that he
had great difficulty in insisting on getting them put into proper condition.

26824, Have the management of the estate acted on any complaints of
that sort +—It is the Parochial Board that hes the sole charge of the sani-
tary arrangements of the parish,

26825. But I presume the Parochial Board would intimate to the
management of the estate that there was something wrong +—Mr Chisholm
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bas several times mentioned to me the great difficulty he had in getfing
sny improvements made or reforms brought about in the saunitary condi-
tion of the houses.

26826, Does he pay attention to that branch of his duty !—1 wonld
not say he pays strict attention to it, for I have sometimes complained
that he was not sc attentive to it as he ought to be,

26327. Complaint has been made of the consclidation of various head
offices in the family of the ground officer at Duaruess; is that complaing
well founded —The ground officer’s daughter happ-ned to marry the
teacher, who was tezcher long before he married. Of course we had no
knowledge that such a connection would be formed. His son acts as
inspector of poor, and his daughter teaches the femals schoul.  All these
offices are consolidated, if one may say so, in one family.

26823, These things sometimes grow up : do you eatirely approve of
that sort of consolidation of various offices +—=No, I do not.

26329, If you had the epportunity, you would take it, to alter that
arrzngement I—Yes,

26830. Mr Fraser-Muckintosh.—Will we have the pleasure of seeing
you at our next meeting at Lochinver -—1I shall be at Lochinver. I have
a good many statements I would wish to make, but perbaps you would
wish to hear them at Lochinver.

26831, The Chatrman.—1f it is in regard to anything which occurred
here to-day there is always an advantage in explaining things before the
people who heard the accusationi—1I wish to explain that this district of
which I have charge comprehends the parishes of Assynt, Eddrachillis, and
the greater part of Durness. A portion of Durness is in the Tongue
management. Assynt has formed part of the Sutherland estate for nearly
two centuries. Eddrachillis and Durness formed part of Reay estates
which werg acquired by the Marquis of Stafford in 1829, The population
of these parishes by the last census is as follows :—Assynt, 1390 ; Storr
groad sacre, 1391-—sogether, 2781 ; Eddrachillis, 605 ; Kinlochbervie,
portion 930—together—1525 ; Durness, 387. The whoele population of
the district, amounts to 5293 persons, I found on coming lLere in 1843,
there bad been a great deal of discussion about the smali rents paid by
the small tenants in the distrist, which amounted in 1839 to £2001, 4s. 4d.
"The arrears at that time had acenmulated to so large an amount that the
Duke of Sutherland resolved to zbate them, and to begin in 1840, with a
clear rental. The abatements made were as follows—in Assynt, £2211,
11s. 24.; in Eddrachillis, £2255, 8s, 6d.; in Durness, £571, 8a. 1d.—
total, £3068, 7s, 8d. That sum was abated by the Duke of Sutherland
from the rents of the crofters in the district. I beeame factor in 1845,
and I found when 1 entered that arrears had again accumnulated to the
sum of £840, 19s. 10d. The rental in 1845 for the small tenants was
£1797, 3s. 5d.  The rental of the small tenants has not varied largely
since 1845 in these parishes. Ttis more; but I may mention, in explana-
tion of the sums which were said to be added to the small tenants’ rents
on the death of s father and mother, that in 1878, the Duke appointed
two skilled gentlemen to go over his estates aund value every croft in the
county of Sutherland. These gentlemen were Mr Maedenald, whe was
Sir Jokn Orde’s factor on North Ulst, and Mr Thomes Mackenzie, tenant
of Auchnabaird. In that year the rental of the small tenants in this
district was £1928, 4s, 11d. These gentlmen went over every croft and
made 2 special report, and valued every cne of them. They brought up
the rents to £2227, 7s. 2d., adding to the rental £299 or £300 a year.
The additions which these gentlemen made to the rents of the crofts are
now added at the death of the father and mother, when a son succeeds,
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That is the explanation of what has been complained of. The potato disease
which came upon us here in 1846 and 1847, brought on a very grave
crisis und placed us in very difficult and trying eircumstances, and entailed
an amount of expenditure that was quite enormous. I have a little
memorandur of it here which T may quote. When the Duke of Suther-
land purchased the Reay country in 1829, it was almost in a state of
nature, in a very poor condition. There was an absence of reads and a
want of houses, Lord Reay was not laying any money on improving it,
and the consequence was when the Duke of Sutherland purchased the
property be found there was an immense deal to do.  The first thing was
to make a road through the country from one end to the other, which cost
from £15,000 to £20,000. There have been since I came into this district,
49 miles of road made in various parts, and 52 miles of paths. These
have been made at enormous sxpense.

26832. What do you mean by paths —Narrow roads,

26833. Horse roads or cart roads +—Just horse roads—bridle paths.
The roads which were made have cost £10,408, 17s. 4d., and the branch
roads, £619, 10s. The paths, many of which are in the Reay forest, have
cost £2936, 12s, 5d.

26834, What am T to understand by branch roads*—Cross roada
leading from main or public roads.

26835. Did they become public roads +—Some of them are, and some
are not ; some are farm roads.

26836, How are the farm reads maintained 7—By the farmers,

26837. Are they maintained by the farmers, or are they sometimes
made to townships 2—They are to townships in some instances.

26838. How are they maintained % Do the crofters and the landlord
co-operate —When they are for crofters, the crofters maintain them
themselves,

26839. Do the crofters appreciate that—are they desirous to have
roads I—Very desirous.

26840. Do they grudge the labour bestowed on them +—What the Duke
generally does now, when they ask for a branch road or anything for their
own convenience, is to say—‘That is a thing for you to do yourselves ]
but he offers to provide an overseer and give tools for the work in various
cases.

26841. He cooperates ?—Yes. In the year 1847, when the potato
disesse came upon us, there was expended upon meal and seed and grain
by the Duke of Sutherland for this distriet, £10,441, 4s. 11d.; aud in
1848, £1748, bs. 4d. Of these sums there were recovered or received by
work or labour or money, £6856, 8s. 7d. leaving a balance of £5333,
1s. 8d., which never was paid. In these years there was spent on emi-
gration £4816, 4s. 7d. by the Duke of Sutherland, in sending people at
their own special request to America. On trenching and draining, there
was laid out £3073 over the district.

96842, Was that trenching and draining chkiefly done upon the crofts ¥
—NXo; partly upon the crofts and partly on the large farms—all set agoing,
however, for the employment of the pecple. The poor rates and school
rates are @ very heavy burden on this district.

26843, Not guite so bad as in other places I—That may be, but we con-
sider it very heavy.

26844, My Cameron.—What is the poor rate *—In Assynt £1171,
16s. 6d. on account of the poor.

26845. Donw't you know the rate —I think between school rates and
poor rates it is four or five shillings per £. The total assessments last
year were—in Assynt, £1171, 16s. 7d. ; Eddrachillis, £609, 0s. 11d.; in
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Durness, £571, 19s. 2d.—together £2352, 16s. 7d., of which sum hat
crofters paid £3228, 13s. 4d., or one-tenth portion, while the poor emante *
chiefly from that class. Since the Education Act came into operatioe,
there has been assessed from 1873 to 1883—in Assynt, £4973, 14s 5dn;
in Eddrachillis, £2151, 9s, 9d., and in Durness, £1804, 5s, 3d.—together.
£9028, 95 5d. Iu addition to that the School Board of Assynt have
borrowed £3164 for building schools, and Eddrachillis £1-400—together,
£4564. These two suwms together represent something like £13,500,
which has been spent purposely almost to educate the children of the crofters,
and people of that class in the district. I suppose the returns made con-
tain all about the stock and acreage of the land occupied by the crofters,
so that I need not allude to that. Omne of the great difficulties in the
management of the erofters is the constant tendency to sabdivide and subset
their erofts. The proprietor or his factor or agents may be as strict as
they choose, or may lay down rules framed in the most stringent
terms, but still in opposition to all rules, the people will contrive to have
a married son or daughter or soms relative in the house; and so the lot
becumes burdened with two or three families where one eannot exist in
comfort. We have done all we could—we have resorted to depriving the
tenant of his lot for taking in a married couple ; but it is almost impos-
sible to check it I don’t exazgerate when I say that every person
connected with the management of a Highland estate will bear out the
truth of that remark; I speak only of the West of Scotland not of the
east. Another great evil, I think, is that the people attempt to earry on
two occupations. They attempt to be crofters and fishermen, which T
think is very much against their well-being, because they don’t suecceed
very well with either. I see in a few cases where the tepants devote
themselves wholly to their land, and industriously manage it aud never
fish, they are in a better condition and are much better off than those who
go to the fishing. We have a very wild stormy winter here, and the fish-
ing is very difficult and very precarious, and then again, being fishermen
unfits the peopls very much frorn labouring on the land. They go to
work on the land against their will. They think it a species of slavery to
till the land—at least a great many of them do.

26846, Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—Taking the first matter which ecame up
to-day, you say evictions took place in Anderson’s time, and before the
property came into the possession of the house of Sutherland. I suppose
you don't know whether what is said to have been done by Anderson with
regard to removing these people is true or not —I know he attempted to
remove people, and I know by tradition and the talk of the country that
there was a very disagreeable riot in Durness in consequenes,

26847. So that in point of fact all you can say is that you don’t hold
yourself or your noble constitnent responsible for it +—That is so.

26348. You don’t justify what ocenrred —Oh dear, no.

26819, Still the people have their grievance?—Yes. T can essily

“understand that this is a very sore subject with them,

26850. You have been present all day and have heard the people tell
themselves that they are very poor in their circumstances, some of them
stating they are gradually getting worse ¥ How can you account for that?
—1I don’t concur in that opinion.

26851. Don’t you think they are telling the truth 3—I think their con-
dition this year has been bad and that that is working very much on their
minds. [ think they are materially better off, a good deal, than they
were before,

26852, The population has decreased in Suthorland in your time $—1It
](ias, and T think it has been a very great improvement that it has
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